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Mevarchin Hahodesh
מברכין החודש
Rosh Hodesh Tamuz on Wed. & Thu.
.ראש חודש תמוז ביום רביעי וחמישי
Shir Hashirim, Mincha, Kabalat Shabbat & Arbit.
19:00
Shabbat Candles.
20:59
Shabbat Shahrit - Followed by Kiddush. (Shema 8:15).
08:30
Daf Hayomi with Rabbi Asher Sebbag Shlit”a.
19:30
Mincha Shabbat Followed by Seuda Shlishit at 20.15. (Sunset - 21:16).
20:30
Arbit Motzei Shabbat followed by Havdalah.
22:30
Shahrit Weekday - (Mon. & Thu. - 06:40) (Sunday & Bank/H - 07:30).
06:45
Daf Hayomi with Rabbi Asher Sebbag Shlit”a.
18:30
Mincha & Arbit
19:15
Next Friday: Shir Hashirim, Mincha, Kabalat Shabbat & Arbit.
19:00
21:04
Next Friday: Candles. Shabbat. Korach

Shlach 5778
Shlach (Numbers 13-15)
June 3, 2018 | by Rabbi Kalman Packouz

GOOD MORNING! Have you
ever wondered why the Israeli
Ministry of Tourism chose two of
the Biblical spies as their logo? It
is really puzzling. The report of the
Spies caused the Jewish people to
wander 40 years in the desert and
for the whole generation to be
wiped out. Here's the story:
In this week's Torah Portion,
Shelach, Moshe sends 12 spies
from the Sinai desert to spy out the

land of Canaan. The spies spent 40
days perusing the land and the
people. When they came back, 10
of them gave a negative report
which depressed the Jewish people
and brought them to tears. Caleb
tried to stop the rebellion. He told
them, "Surely we can conquer the
land." It didn't help. They shouted
him down.
The 10 spies said, "No, we
can't go to the Land ... it devours its
inhabitants!" The Jewish people
cried all night and said, "Let's
appoint a leader and return to
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Egypt!" Joshua tells them, "The
land is good! Don't rebel against
the Almighty!" They prepare to
stone Joshua...
Then
the Almighty
communicates with Moshe and
tells him that the Jewish people
will wander in the desert for 40
years, one year for each day the
spies spent in the land of Canaan.
Furthermore, the whole generation
of men is condemned to perish in
the desert; only Joshua, Caleb and
the women - and the children who
at the time of the incident were
under the age of 20 - will
eventually enter the land.
The Jewish people hear the
decree, have tremendous regret
and decide, "No, we will enter the
land." Moshe tells them: "No.
Don't go up. The Almighty is not
with you. You will die by the
sword of the Amalekites and
Canaanites." A group goes up
anyway ... they die by the sword of
the Amalekites and Canaanites.
And now ... we return to our
fascinating question: For what
possible reason 3,300 years later
would the Ministry of Tourism
choose the two spies carrying a
huge cluster of grapes on a pole as
their logo? (And no, these were
NOT the two good spies! Joshua

and Caleb refused to carry the
grapes.)
Rabbi Noah Weinberg, of
blessed memory, gave the
following answer. Sometimes
when one travels to Israel (or
anywhere else) there are problems
- the plane is late taking off, your
luggage does not arrive, the
beautiful hotel in the brochure is
noisy ... and the toilet is broken.
Then the tour guide tells you, "No,
you don't want to see that! I'll show
you what you really want to see" ...
but his van breaks down. You go
back to the hotel for lunch, but
unfortunately can't eat it because
your stomach has an adverse
reaction to breakfast. And this is
just your first day! (Of course,
these are the exceptions ... usually
trips to Israel are filled with
wonderful experiences!)
What is the lesson we should
learn from the spies? When you
return from Israel and someone
asks you, "So, nu, how was
Israel?" Remember the spies(!) ...
and keep your mouth shut about
any bad experiences! Don't speak
negatively about the Land of Israel
... and while you're at it, don't
speak negatively about others as
well!
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Shelach, Numbers 13:1 - 15:41
The Jewish people received
the Torah on Mt. Sinai and were
ready to enter the land of Israel.
There was a consensus of opinion
amongst the people that we should
send spies to see if it was feasible
to conquer the Land. Moshe knew
that the Almighty's promise to give
the Land included a guarantee to
conquer it. However, one of the
principles of life which we learn
from this portion is: the Almighty
allows each of us the free will to go
in the direction we choose. Even
though one man and the Almighty
is a majority, Moshe by Divine
decree, sent out the princes of the
tribes (men of the highest caliber)
to spy out the land.
Twelve spies were sent. Ten
came back with a report of strong
fortifications and giants; they
rallied the people against going up
to the Land. Joshua ben Nun and
Calev ben Yefunah (Moshe's
brother-in-law) tried to stem the
rebellion, but did not succeed. The
Almighty decreed 40 years of
wandering in the desert, one year
for each day they spied in the land
of Israel. This happened on the 9th
of Av, a date noted throughout
Jewish history for tragedy -- the
destruction of both Temples in

Jerusalem and the expulsion of the
Jews from Spain amongst them.
***
Dvar Torah
based on Growth Through
Torah by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin
The ten spies reported back to
the Jewish people:
"The people who dwell in the land
are extremely fierce and the cities
are fortified and very great. We also
saw the children of Anak (giants)
there. We cannot go up to the people
because they are stronger than us"
(Num. 13:28,31).
The spies were sent to
reconnoiter the land and bring back
the report. What was their mistake?
The
commentary Akaidah explains that
the report of the spies was
appropriate. They observed and
they related what they saw. Their
mistake was drawing a conclusion
and rendering the decision that they
we should not attempt to enter the
Land. It was not up to them to come
to any final conclusions, only to
report the facts.
They were wrong about their
not being able to conquer the land.
The Almighty has the power to help
against all odds. Just because in
their minds they did not think it was
possible for them to successfully
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take over the land of Israel did not
mean that it was not really possible.
What is our lesson? We often
see factors in situations and come to
erroneous conclusions based on our
perceptions. We must be very
careful because oftentimes there are
factors that we are unaware of or
don't take into consideration. It is a
special talent to be able to reach
correct decisions based on the facts.

other people. Some people have a
strong tendency to reach negative
conclusions about others that are
inaccurate. Even if what you see
about another person is basically
true, always keep in mind that your
conclusions could be wrong and the
other person should still be judged
favorably.

This is especially true when
having to make judgments about

Kolel every Sunday: We are still having a Kolel every Sunday at the Synagogue hall
from 09.30am - 12.00pm. Everyone is welcome.

We do not see things as they are,
we see them as we are
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